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Abstract: 


Over the past two decades , African countries have experienced major political transitions that seemed to 
have checkmated the excesses of governments with authoritarian tendencies leading to aggravated 
security and development challenges. What has been the impact of democratic governance on socio- 
economic development and security in Africa , past and present? To what extent has the opening up of 
the political space impacted on the peoples' living standards in Africa during the same period? 
Understanding the impact of democratic administrations on the provisions of social and economic needs 
of the citizens will provide real insights into the roots of insecurity in Africa's quest for national stability 
and protection of their citizens. The perspective of this paper is that one of the causes of escalating 
trends of insecurity and obstacles to the achievement of human security as well as guarantee of national 
stability is heavily , if not fundamentally, bad governance. We identify and interrogate substantive issues 
involved in governance styles which create the current socio-economic challenges, and serves as the 
source of human insecurity, in Africa. The paper identified good governance approach in tackling the 


Vol. 3 No. 4 (2015) 

Issue- December 

ISSN 2347-6869 (E) & ISSN 2347-2146 (P) 

From Political Transitions to Good Governance in Africa..by Patrick, Olusola and Alaba page no. 76-96 





Page No.77 




raging menace of insecurity in the continent. Finally, the paper concluded that one important missing 
link in the current democratization as well as guarantee of security in Africa is the challenge of flawed 
democracy. 
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